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Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives to formally recognize and honor
the legacy of Ermias Asghedom, known
to his community and the neighbor-
hoods of south Los Angeles and beyond
as Nipsey Hussle.

As noted in the record I will be sub-
mitting shortly, Nipsey Hussle used
the platform he created with his music
to lift our community as he climbed.

In his business ventures, his invest-
ments, his philanthropy, his commu-
nity engagement, every step of the
way, he had a sole purpose of bettering
the community he came from.

A humble visionary, he saw the over-
looked and welcomed the dismissed. He
reminded our community that the
power we hold is the power of where we
come from and that awareness of that
power can never be taken from us.

He will be remembered by south Los
Angeles as a protector, an inspirator, a
father, a brother, and an unabashed son
of south Los Angeles.

For all he was given, he gave back.
And for that legacy, south Los Angeles
has been changed forever.

Mr. Speaker, I will now be submit-
ting this record honoring his legacy.

———

CONFIRM DAVID BERNHARDT

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of David Bern-
hardt’s nomination to be the next Sec-
retary of the Interior.

Members of the Western Caucus
strongly support his nomination.

David Bernhardt loves his country
and has served her well as a model pub-
lic servant for over 15 years. David has
already been confirmed twice by the
U.S. Senate, once to be the solicitor
and the top legal mind of the country
on these issues and the second time to
be the Deputy Secretary. Just last
week, the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee advanced his
nomination by a strong bipartisan vote
of 14-6.

During his tenure with DOI, David
has worked diligently to increase hunt-
ing and fishing access, ensure clean
water for future generations, and em-
power local decisionmaking. David is a
champion for sportsmen and rural com-
munities.

Mr. Bernhardt is the most qualified
candidate we have ever had as the Sec-
retary of the Interior. Simply put,
David Bernhardt is the leader the De-
partment and the American people de-
serve.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in
the Senate to vote tomorrow based on
David’s credentials, leadership, and
principles. If that occurs, I have no
doubt he will be confirmed with a
strong bipartisan vote.

Confirm Bernhardt.
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CELEBRATING FIRST-EVER IMAGE
OF BLACK HOLE

(Mr. CASE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the groundbreaking con-
tributions of the James Clerk Maxwell
Telescope and Submillimeter Array, lo-
cated on the 13,803-foot summit of
Mauna Kea on my home island in Ha-
waii, and to celebrate their contribu-
tions to a truly international effort
producing the first-ever image of a
black hole.

Part of the Event Horizon Telescope
Collaboration, the JCMT and SMA
joined six other telescopes around the
globe to form an Earth-sized telescope
of unprecedented power and resolution
able to photograph the supermassive
black hole in the M87 galaxy. Hawaii’s
key contribution was to place world-
class telescopes in the middle of the
Pacific Ocean.

Astronomers partnered with re-
nowned Hawaiian language and cul-
tural practitioner Dr. Larry Kimura to
suggest the Hawaiian name ‘‘Powehi,”
meaning embellished dark source of
unending creation.

These Hawaii observatories pioneered
the study of black holes, and thanks to
powerful new capabilities, perfect con-
ditions atop Mauna Kea, and dedicated
personnel, we can all look forward to
more of JCMT and SMA’s cutting-edge
discoveries in the future, in addition to
the continued growth and reputation of
Hawaii as a world leader in exploring
our heavens.

———
RECOGNIZING THE VOGELPOHL
FAMILY, ARKANSAS FOREST
STEWARDS

(Mr. HILL of Arkansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the efforts of
Ray and Theresa Vogelpohl, who were
recently named 2018 Arkansas Forest
Stewards of the Year by the Arkansas
Agriculture Department’s Forestry
Commission.

The Forestry Stewardship Program
recognizes and rewards landowners who
are managing privately owned forest
land for multiple uses. Arkansas is
home to more than 1,200 certified forest
stewardship landowners. The
Vogelpohls first enrolled in the Forest
Stewardship Program in 1996 and later
became certified as forest stewards in
2016.

They operate the Diamond TR
Ranch, a 350-acre working ranch on the
Perry-Pulaski county line. Their forest
management efforts include prescribed
burns, tree plantings along the
Maumelle River, forest thinning, and
planting of native grasses.

Ray and Theresa’s dedication to for-
estry and environmental conservation
has safeguarded Arkansas forestland
for generations to come.
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I join all Arkansans in congratu-
lating them.

SUPPORTING UNITED STATES-
REPUBLIC OF KOREA ALLIANCE

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H. Res. 301, which
expresses the importance of our coun-
try’s alliance with the Republic of
Korea.

A hundred years ago, the Republic of
Korea declared itself sovereign, formed
a provisional government, and set the
wheels in motion for it to become the
vibrant, prosperous, and free society
that it is today.

The United States and South Korea
have developed a special bond formed
in shared strategic interests and ce-
mented by a commitment to demo-
cratic values. Our alliance is central to
advancing democracy, free markets,
human rights, and the rule of law in
the Asia-Pacific region and throughout
the world.

South Korea is now home to around
30,000 American military personnel who
are sworn by our mutual defense treaty
to help our ally defend herself from ex-
ternal aggression. South Korea is also
one of our largest trading partners.

Trade and security are not the only
cornerstones of our relationship. Near-
ly 2 million Korean Americans live
across our country, enriching all as-
pects of the fabric of our society.

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues
to continue to strengthen the diplo-
matic, economic, and security ties be-
tween the U.S. and our vital ally,
South Korea.

————
CONFIRM DAVID BERNHARDT

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to express my strong support for the
nomination of Mr. David Bernhardt as
the next Secretary of the Interior.

Mr. Bernhardt is uniquely prepared
to ascend to this position after a career
spent leading several of the Depart-
ment’s wings as chief of staff to the
Secretary, as director of congressional
and legislative affairs, and as a Senate-
confirmed solicitor under President
Bush. These positions encompass the
policy, managerial, intergovernmental,
and oversight roles any sitting Sec-
retary needs to master.

He is ready to hit the ground running
as one of the most knowledgeable and
upstanding Secretaries in the Depart-
ment’s history.

As a Colorado native, Mr. Bernhardt
has repeatedly demonstrated a capac-
ity to translate his vast knowledge of
water, public lands, and other Western
resources into policies that work in our
home State and throughout the West.
He understands our issues, and I know
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he will continue to fight for what is
best for Colorado and the whole coun-
try.

——————

EQUALITY FOR RESIDENTS OF
NATION’S CAPITAL

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, D.C.
makes a big deal of Emancipation Day.
That is the day that Abraham Lincoln
freed the slaves in the Nation’s Capital
9 months before the Emancipation
Proclamation freed the rest.

You will forgive us if we say that it
is hardly enough that more than 150
years later, the residents of your Na-
tion’s Capital, White and Black, are
number one in Federal taxes paid to
support this Republic but have no final
vote, like the vote just cast in this
House on the House floor, and no Sen-
ators whatsoever.

Emancipation Day will mark the day
when we will celebrate H.R. 51 to make
the District of Columbia the 51st State.

Lincoln freed the slaves in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Congress must pass
H.R. 51 to make freedom mean equality
for the residents of your Nation’s Cap-
ital with all other Americans.

————
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HONORING BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
LADY BEARS BASKETBALL TEAM

(Mr. FLORES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Coach KXim
Mulkey and her Baylor University
Lady Bears for winning the 2019 NCAA
Women’s National Basketball Cham-
pionship, their third national cham-
pionship in 14 years.

“Together to Tampa’ was the adopt-
ed slogan for the team, and that is ex-
actly what they did: they played to-
gether as a team to get to Tampa and
they won together as a team in Tampa.

The Lady Bears played an incredible
season, ending with an overall record
of 37 and 1, and a 29-game winning
streak.

It was also a monumental season for
Coach Mulkey, who eclipsed the 550 ca-
reer wins mark and is now only the
third women’s basketball coach to win
at least three national championships.

Congratulations to Coach Mulkey,
the Lady Bears Basketball Team,
Baylor University, and all of Baylor
Nation on another national champion-
ship.

Sic ‘em, Bears.

HONORING WAYNE LLOYD VAN
RIPER
(Mr. FULCHER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. FULCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and service of
Wayne Lloyd Van Riper to this great
country.

Wayne Van Riper is a veteran of
World War II and is celebrating his 95th
birthday on April 16. During his service
in the U.S. Army from 1943 to 1945, his
efforts were instrumental in providing
support to the 293rd Combat Engineer
Battalion, A Company.

Wayne was born in the State of
Washington in 1924. After enlisting
after high school, Wayne served in
George S. Patton’s Third Army. Enter-
ing Active Duty in 1943, Wayne served
valiantly in England, France, Ger-
many, and was on his way to Japan,
but Japan surrendered before he ar-
rived there in 1945.

After the war, Wayne attended Or-
egon State University, and purchased a
pear and apple orchard in Oregon.
There he met the love of his life,
Wanda Johnson, and married her in
August of 1948. They have a daughter,
Teresa Rae Lash, and a son, Kevin
Wayne Van Riper. Later he retired and
moved to McCall, Idaho.

On behalf of the people of Idaho and
America, I thank Wayne for his mili-
tary service and wish him all the best
on his 95th birthday.

———

SUPPORT DAVID BERNHARDT AS
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
the Obama administration’s notori-
ously rocky relationship with Con-
gress, and even his own party, meant
that he had to resort to overregula-
tions to get stuff done. His pen and a
phone approach resulted in consider-
able executive branch overreach.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support a
nominee for Secretary of the Interior
who is the exact opposite. David Bern-
hardt is a lawyer who understands ex-
actly what powers and authorities his
department is granted under the law
and will never overstep those authori-
ties.

During the shutdown, for example, he
expertly used the authorities under
FLREA—whatever those initials rep-
resent—to Kkeep many of America’s
parks open, even as other agencies
were closed for business. It is this kind
of thinking—putting Americans and
those who visit public lands first dur-
ing tough times—that makes David a
talented public servant. He will be an
incredible Secretary of the Interior,
and I urge the Senate to speedily con-
firm him.

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
SOMALIA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 116-27)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
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from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days before the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13536 of April 12, 2010, with re-
spect to Somalia is to continue in ef-
fect beyond April 12, 2019.

The United States is strongly com-
mitted to Somalia’s stabilization, and
it is important to maintain sanctions
against persons undermining its sta-
bility. The situation with respect to
Somalia continues to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of
the United States. Therefore, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 13536 with respect
to Somalia.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 10, 2019.

——
NET NEUTRALITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. HOLDING).

CONGRATULATING STEVEN KANDARIAN

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Texas for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
and congratulate Steven Kandarian on
his retirement from MetLife after serv-
ing as chairman of the board, presi-
dent, and chief executive officer for the
last 8 years.

After Steve Kandarian earned his un-
dergraduate degree from Clark Univer-
sity, his JD from Georgetown Univer-
sity, and his MBA from Harvard Busi-
ness School, he began his career as an
investment banker before founding and
serving as managing partner of Orion
Partners, a private equity firm based
in Boston.

Mr. Speaker, between 2001 and 2004,
Mr. Kandarian was executive director
of the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration, the PBGC. During his time at
the PBGC, he made the case for com-
prehensive reform of the pension fund-
ing rules to put the defined benefit sys-
tem and the PBGC on a sound financial
footing. His efforts helped lay the
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